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TWICE last year we tried to
book into Mulranny Park
Hotel, in CoMayo, fora

times it was full -surely the ||fcIS3X-^^^M^^HIe^^B^Sonly recommendation youneed Bl^il|^a|jy^
in this time ofhuge hotel-room HBP^VVS^k -.^^f«^^r jSmKSBJ^^^bEi
oversupply ~ and, as is the way

these things,
made us the

What this has
those new IliJflHRHHflH^HIBiHi^B^BV^^B^B^B^B^B^Bl

most decidedly don't, is history.
Opened in 1897 as a railway

'

* " "*

hotel to serve travellers on the „ „ ,„ -^A^Sr^^^
Midland GreatWestern .\ <\^-~ - ; * 't; ~"

Railway, it was given prime ,"V** *"* -Vi
" - - .

position high on a hill, with £*^ "-^- --■- ■- , „ iammwM£^^£
uninterrupted views ofthe Popular: Mulranny Park and, below, an apartment living area
Atlantic Ocean.

The tracks ran behind it, a room, home to the Nephin buffetaffair- nothing special
fewsteps fromthe back door, Restaurant, with its high but good all the same - and as
and the remnants of some of ceilings, bay windows and views both mornings we managed to
the red-brick railway buildings straight out ofa Paul Henry get a table in a bay window,
are still there, awaiting painting, is a posh place to have beforethe ever-changing sky,
restoration. dinner. It's not oftenon a we considered this one place

There's something about family weekend that a meal where youcould eat the
imagining the hotel's first starts with an amuse bouche - scenery,
guests: well-heeled Victorians tiny and verydelicious tuna Our trip to Achill turned out
chugging down fromDublin to cakes - and that set the tone for be a little dispiriting. As we
spend a couple ofweeks at the the rest of it. were getting petrol along the
seaside, having afternoontea in The children's menu should way, the attendant advised us
front of a blazing turf fire after be instandy copied by hotels that "it's been ruined
returning from a bracing walk everywhere. There was no sign altogether, too much building",
in the hills. My father ofthe dreaded chicken nuggets and he wasn't farwrong.The
remembers spending two and plastic pizzas that feature 40km Atlantic drive is still
summers there in the late on so many children's menus. magnificent, and the island has
19305, when it was a busy Instead, our two ate grilled an amazing fiveblue-flag
though slightly fadedfamily chicken with mash and spinach, beaches. But look back towards
hotel, staying in an attic room It was included as part ofthe the villages ofKeel, Dooega and
with a tiny round window package, but we noticed that it Dugort and you'll see cluster
overlooking the sea and passing would have cost €6.50

-

good aftergrim cluster of holiday
the days fishing offthe pier at value forgood food. homes, the vast majority empty
the end of the causewayin front Breakfastwas the usual and forlornwhen we visited,
ofthe hotel. i

There's also its location. If 1
you want to explore Achill ■ Where Mulranny Park three-course menu for€50.
island, which we did, the other Hotel, near Westport, Co ■ Child-friendliness
local options

-

mostly B&Bs

-

Mayo, 1850-336000, Childrenwelcome, family
might not appeal, and mulrannyparkhoteUe. rooms (including children-
Westport, a town with no ■ What Four-star hotel with stay-free-with-parents
shortage offamily-friendly apartments and leisure offers}, seasonal kids' club,
hotels, is too far away. centre. ■ Accessibility Accessible

It was third-time lucky ■ Rooms 41, with 19 rooms available. Apartments
during last month's midterm two-bedroom apartments. unsuitable if yourmobility is
break, because while the j ■ Best rates Two nights' compromised, as they involve
hotel itselfwas booked out B&Bfortwo adults and two an outdoor walk fromthe
(again!) we were offereda children, with dinner for four hotel, and steps up and down
two-bedroom apartment in the one night, cost us €399. to the apartments,
grounds, for the same price as a ■ Restaurants and bars The ■ Amenities Spa, gymand
hotel package. atmospheric WaterfrontBar leisure centre, freeWi-R. The

It was ideal. When the has a good menu. (Excellent railway has been paved over,
children are just centimetres seafoodchowder costs €6.) so you can walk or cycle the
frombeing able to look you in Nephin Restaurant has a 18km to Newport.
the eye- ours are nine and 12 - {____
the all-in-together, children-
go-free option, with everyone

_,_^^

piling into one bedroom, starts j-™-™-™™
to get a bit claustrophobic, and IU Jjj^^^^H
connecting rooms are both rare W V#'H»T SfMCwlfoften, expensive. B^Liaaaaaa^B^BW^fSowe jumped at the I^LhbVllHJ^HNbbbbbb\^ Bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb!
apartment and were glad we 'm^^lmmm^. bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb
did. It was modern, bright and H^HI^ vbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb? £9B^*bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbblvery large, with sea views and a Fpi^>&/o vll&^BBBBBBBBBBBBBBiBBBa»BBBBBBBBBBBBBBT9balcony to enjoy them from, Ik CSSL i$&^^^^^^^^HHRHBY^^^^^Rfl
plus a tiny kitchen with IflL & A^il^B^BiaaaaaaawWß^^^Bfc^Biaaaaaaaaaß
everything we
needed - fridge, two electric
rings, microwave - to rustle up
a dinner. •"*■■*■■"■■■■"

Mulranny Park had been ROflte
closed fora time when the 3*Hfbtrft -v«r :€75
present owners took over and 4*Quinnalf Hottl t-x.€96
reopened, about fiveyears ago,
aftera big refurbishment.They SWTBItoO
did a stylish job while being 3*ltp«Jdf RwortHottl i,-o-.,€34
faithful to the hotel's history: 4*St«W«ttmHotttUisorara i iW :r,€B3
the reception area still has a
fireplace, for example - with a VthnC*
turf fire blazing away J* Ccntralt Hottl '.^€36
throughout our stay

-

but it's 4*DuodoPiJ»w

..

i«.«.€109
also a freeWi-Fi zone.

As well as the apartments, fa up to Mr* offH»fc on 2*h5* hotefc wtf. w» i 300fxilds.se cr J&fMM 1800 46 83 57
the refurbishmentincluded a ta.^w^^Wri^-m^'^usmall leisure centre with a 20m -^^—^^^^—^g^^^^^^^^^^^^mmttt^lf^*^!^
pool, sauna and steam room

outdoor B " aa fl^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H^B^H|HH^H
The magnificent dining iBB"""""""""Ji^iB^l^iB^i^lBBBBBBB^iBB^lBBBBBBBBBBBBB^iBB^W
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